
K.M. WALTON
TEACHING EMPATHY THROUGH WRITING 

West Chester Area Education Foundation: 

Community Enrichment Program Grant Winner
Caitlin McFadden RHS and Katelyn Marion HHS 



RUSTIN 
HIGH SCHOOL



K.M. 

Walton’s 

novels, 

Cracked, 

Empty, and 

Ultimatum

allow teens 

to walk in 

other’s shoes.



Reading 

Challenge 
Ms. Walton 

challenged students 

to read the stories of 

those  who don’t look 

and live like them. 

Walton 

recommended 

students check out 

the following books:  

Anger is a Gift 

The Hate U Give 

A Very Large Expanse 

of the Sea 



Power 
of the 
Pen 

Author K.M. Walton, 

discusses with Rustin 

High School students, 

how reading the 

stories of others helps 

to create empathy 

and fosters 

understanding. 



Becoming 
a

Writer 

Students in Mrs. Turley’s 

Creative Writing 

Workshop class shared 

their writing pieces with 

Ms. Walton; she 

provided personalized 

feedback and 

encouragement to 

each student writer. 



Chat with 
the 

Author

Budding high school 

writers had the 

opportunity to meet 

with YA author K.M. 

Walton and discuss 

techniques to 

creating believable 

characters. 



HENDERSON 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Katelyn Marion



Cracked
Kate Walton discussed

her popular novel Cracked. 

This book was a hit this year 

with many of Mrs. Marion’s 

Content Area Literacy 

students!  She also gave 

summaries from her other well-

known books!



Message
K.M. Walton’s message 

was clear in her visit. She 

talked a lot about 

respect, treating others 

with kindness, and 

accepting our peers for 

who they are. 



Ways to 
foster 

kindness

She even gave 

our students some 

reminders of how 

to accomplish 

these kindness 

acts in our daily 

lives!



Creative 
Writing

Kate also did a 

creative writing session 

with our students. They 

were given some tips, 

engaged in lively 

discussions, and got 

started on some of 

their own writing! 



Summary
As a result of K.M. Walton’s author visit, our objectives and goals for the grant were 
achieved. We wanted our students to foster empathy through reading and writing, 
motivate our reluctant readers, improve writing confidence, make creativity accessible, 
and encourage reading for fun. While Kate was speaking to our students, she 
emphasized kindness, respect, and thinking about others. She explained that many of 
her books, although fictional, have these messages embedded in the plot and 
characters. One of her main goals as an author for teen readers was to have them put 
themselves in the shoes of someone who is struggling so that they can experience 
empathy. Additionally, through her book talks, many of our reluctant readers found her 
books interesting and asked to read them following the visit. Currently, I have a few 
students reading Cracked. Our librarian also made sure to display all of Kate’s books for 
easy access. Finally, through her creative writing session, students were given time to 
reflect, share with peers, and use their own ideas to get started on a writing piece. She 
made it clear to our students that writing is a process, that creativity is welcome, and 
that they should be proud of their writing. We were very thankful for Kate’s visit and we 
hope to continue hosting authors in the future. Thank you so much for your generous 
monetary assistance in this endeavor! 



Thank you to the 

West Chester Area Education 

Foundation, without your support this 

opportunity would not have been 

possible!   


